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this matter of England's treaty with Russia, apart from any
question of that with France. One is the persistent threat
of war from the Triple Alliance. The other is that Japan's
rapprochement with Russia, over American activities in
regard to Manchuria, may have been the indirect result of
England's rapprochement with the same country. What we
have to learn from England is to avoid indecision and
trimming, and to adopt a dual policy with one definite
object in view.
The third Alliance.
Japan and England, who had revised their Alliance to
make it offensive and defensive, were freed from anxiety
for a while after Russia had been driven from the Far East.
But very soon the situation changed again. The develop-
ment of Japan began to cause concern to England, and
America began to take a part on the Far Eastern stage.
The first of these two will be dealt with in a later section
(Cap. I, section 3), the second will be discussed here.
As the curtain fell on the Russo-Japanese War, there was
a sudden change in America's attitude which, till then, had
been friendly to Japan. Her obstruction of Japanese ex-
pansion in Manchuria and Mongolia and her own forward
policy there: Japan's protests at the annexation of
Hawaii and over the immigration question : all these tended
to estrange the two peoples, and relations became so strained
that the possibility of war was freely discussed.
As the talk of war went on, Yankee concern at the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance, which was to them like ca cist over the
eye', deepened and began to find expression in denunciations
of England. This was only natural, for the second Alliance
being offensive and defensive, England would find herself
in the awkward predicament of having to come in on the
side of Japan in a war against America, The Americans
began to get excited and to indulge in hysterics. It was
claimed, for instance, that 'Japan designs to absorb China
and to capture the Philippines. Her abettor in these criminal
actions is England.' And again, If Japan goes to war with
us, England will have to join her and is therefore equally
our enemy. America should start a spiritual crusade against
England/
England was seriously concerned at these denunciations.